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A fter all that has been written respecting 
-the division among the Methodists, many 
are yet uninformed on that important subject ; 
and the question is still asked, What is the cause, 
or ground of the separation? To make this plain 
in as few words as possible, the systems of Church 
Government in both Connexions, are here con- 
trasted ; to which is subjoined, a concise view 
of the government of the old Methodist Con- 
nexion, compared Avith the civil government of 
England. 



I. The Conference 
or yearly meeting of 
the Methodist old 
Connexion, consists of 
Preachers only ; and 
' it is their leading prin- 
ciple, to which they 
lirmly adhere, that wo 
person who is not "a 
travelling preacher 
shall be permitted to 
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S I. The Conference 
? of the Methodist new 
if Connexion is compo- 
S sed of an equal num- 
I ber of Circuit Preach- 
S ers and Delegates, 
^ both annually chosen 
J by the Societies to 
S form the , yearly as- 
? sembly, and to trans- 
S act all the Businei^ 
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GGinpose a part of that 
meeting. This may 
be considered the dis- 
tinguishing feature of 
the old MethodistCon- * 
nexion, from .Avhich ^ 
innumerable calami— ^ 
ties have arisen, and i 
eventually occasioned S 
the DIVISION in the ^ 



with which they are 
intrusted from the 
Circuits. 



Societies. 
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II. Any Local 
Preacher wishing to 
be admitted a Travel- 
ling Preacher in the 
old Connexion, has 
only to obtain the fa- S 
vor of the superin- J 
tendent Preacher of k 
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the Circuit; his influ- 
ence being sufficient 
to procure admit- 
tance, without con- 
sulting the Societies ; 
there being no Rules 
to compel him to take 
their opinion. In their 
Minutes of 1802 and 
1804, may be seen 
what privileges the 
Preachers have conde- 
scended to allow (dur- 
ing their pleasure) the 
Societies, but they 
have no resemblance 
to Rules. 



IL In the new Con- 
nexion a person can- 
not be admitted as a 
Circuit or Travelling 
Preacher, without the 
approbation of four 
meetings : viz. the 

Society; the Leaders 
and Local Preachers ; 
the Quarterly Meet- 
ing; and lastly, th 
Conference. 
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III. The old Con- S 
ference claims a right ' 7 
to most of the Metho- ^ 
dist Chapels ' in the S 
Connexion, and have ) 
endeavoured to sup- \ 
port their claim by a | 
process in Law; but ^ 
were defeated in their S 
attempt to seize upon ^ 
City Road Chapel, ^ 
London, after expend- S 
ing 2000/. in that ex- ’ 
traordinaryLitigation- \ 
The Lord Chancellor S 
told them in open ^ 
Court, that their Con- \ 
ference was not ac- ^ 
knowledged or known' ^ 
in Law ; notwith- \ 
standing this decisive ^ 
overthrow, they still ^ 
frequently threaten S 
Trustees with Prose- ^ 
cutions, Av hen they de- ^ 
fend Societies against S 
the unjust and arbi- ^ 
trary conduct of an ^ 
imperious Preacher. J 
In some Places where ^ 
the Chapels are near- S 
ly out of debt, the ' 
Preachers have declar- ^ 
«d that “it is not the S 



III. The Chai>els 
of the new Connexion 
are the entire Proper- 
ty of the respective 
Societies, and are 
vested in Trustees for 
public use only. 




' people that we want, S 

j bnt the Chapel.” O ! ^ 

I ' how is the object of 

I the Ministers of Christ S 

I changed, from the J 

1 salvation of the souls v 

! of men to that of V 

^ Chapels already re- ) 

I deemed from debt ! ! v 

Hath -a nation ^ 

changed their gods, J 

which are yet no S 

I gods ? but my peo- |j 

5 • pie (Preachers) have , \ 

I changed their glory S 

forthatwhich doth not j 

profit. Be astonished ^ 

O 3'e heavens, at this, J 

! and be horribly a- i 

fraid,heven/ desolate, S 
I saith the Lord.” J 

Jer. ii. ^ 
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IV . The accounts of j IV. In the new 
the funds in the old ? Connexion, all money 
Connexion, which are S transactions are ma- 
yery rich and rapidly } naged by the .Socie- 
increasing, (particu- y ties, or their chosen 
larly the Book fund) S Representatives, 
are audited by the j 
Preachers only; the k 
People having no right S 
to examine the funds S 
raised by their own ? 
money. y 
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V. The whole osco- ^ 
nonly of the old Con- ) 
nexion creates and ^ 
continues the most J 
striking difference and ^ 
division between the S 
Preachers and People; ? 
unavoidably leading ^ 
to deplorable contests S 
and animosities ; a- i 
mongst tlie numerous S 
instances of discord a- J 
rising ^from the sys- k 
tem are, the dispute V 
about Mr. Wesley’s ) 
W^ill; the contest re- ^ 
specting the publica- V 
tion of his life ; the ^ 
curious London Law- S 
suit; the contention ' 
respecting the Ad- 
ministration of the S 
Lord’s Supper; which ? 
caused many to leave \ 
the Societies; disputes ^ 
at Bristol, Manches- ^ 
ter, &c. &c. and final- J 
ly the division. I 



Vr The system of 
the new Conne^vior* 
leads to harmony and 
peace, producing the 
happiest consequen- 
ces ; manifested by 
the Societies enjoying 
all the ordinances 
without any illiberal 
restrictions, and by 
the ingenuous open 
conduct of the Preach- 
ers, thereby acknow- 
ledging the ' Societies 
as their bi'ethren and 
fellow counsellors. 



VI. The old Con-- S 
"nexion have repeated- ? 
ly affirmed, that the \ 
division in J797 was S 
in consequence of dif- J 
ference in doctrines S 



VI. The new Con- 
nexion hath made 
public this positive 
and solemn declarati- 
on/* Be it known to 
all the IVorld that we 
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believed and preach- 
ed by the new Con- 
nexion; and so assi- 
duous have they been 
in making these dis- 
coveries, that there 
are but tew erroneous 
doctrines that have 
not been laid upon the 
new Connexion. See 
their Conference. Mi- 
nutes for 1797, page 
34 and 39. 
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have 7iot separated oji 
account of doctrines.'*. 
Church gov^ernment 
only, is the ground of 
the division. See the 
general Rules, (which 
may be had of the 
Preachers) they con- 
tain the whole system 
— also Buck’s Theo- 
logical Dictionary. - 
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yil. The old Con - 
nexion have no equi- 
table mode of redress 
against immoral con- 
duct, or arbitrary 
power exercised by a 
Preacher; nor Law to 
prevent him from ad- 
mitting or expelling 
members at his plea- 
sure. 



VII. The Societies 
of the new Connexion 
have a constitutional 
mode of redress ; for, 
if a Preacher be im- 
moral, or exercise ar- 
bitrary power, he can- 
not continue a Circuit 
Preacher ; because he 
could not obtain his 
annual certificate to 
Conference from the 
Quarterly - meeting ; 
neither can a Preacher 
admit or expel a mem- 
ber without' the con- 
currence of the So- 
ciety. 
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Uie Old Methodist Conference 

— y 

compared with the Govern- 
ment of England, 



VIII. The old Me- 
thodist Conference is 
a self-elected, absolute 
and arbitrary Govern- 
ment, it neither ad- 
mits nor secures to 
the Societies any 
rights. 



IX. The old Me- 
thodist Conference 
have the entire dispo- 
sal and management 
cv the money raised by 
the Societies. They 
are not by any Law 
compelled to give any 
account of its appli- 
cation, and tliey have 
carefully avoided any 
examinations, by per- 
emptorily refusing ad- 



VIII. The Laws of 
England admit and 
secure to the people 
their equitable rights, 
civil and religious; 
the House of Com- 
mons beinsf comuosed 

~ i. 

of Members elected 
by the people, and no 
Laws can be passed 
without their concur- 
rence. 



IX. Th^ execiftive 
branch of the English 
Legislature cannot 
raise money from the 
people, or expend the 
public dVeasure with- 
out the approbati- 
on of Paidiament, and 
a statement laid be- 
fore them, specifying 
the particular service 
each sum is wanted 
’ for; and the House of 



S 
s 

< 

\ 
S 

s 
s 

s 
s 



s 

S 

S 

S 

S 

s 

s 

s 

s 

s 



10 



; r 




r 

f. 




IV 4 
;'4 .-4 



mittaiice into Confer- 
ence to any members 

t7 

ot tiie Societies, how- 
ever well informed 
and capable of ma- 
iiaging money con- 
eems. 
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Common's is so tenav , 
cious of this bulwark 
of English freedom, 
that if a money bill (in 
its progress through ' 
the House of Lords) 
be in the least altered 
they invariably throw 
it out when it comes 
before them again 
with the alteration,, 
not sufi'erinsT the Lords , 
to interfere in this 
essential part of go- 
vernment.. 
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X. The old Metho- 
clist Conference pro- ' 
muige laws for the 
Societies ; their own 
will is their law, and 
by that they govern 
and are governed. 
Tlie Societies have no 
Representatives,, no 
legal AdA'Dcates to 
plead their cause, no 
authority to claim any 
rights, and have none 

to defend — no right 
• • ^ » 
to inspect into any af- 
fairs of Conference ; 
the Preachers !ia.v- 
ing an uncontroulable 
power to with-hoid 
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X. In an English 
Court of Justice the 
accused man can plead 
his own cause, orenrr-. 
ploy Counsel; he is 
tried by a Jury cho- 

* V 

sen from impartial un- 
prejudiced Persons of 
the same rank and 
quality as him elf; he 
is furnished Avith a list 
of their names, and 
may object to any of 
them in open Court.. 
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'any thing they please; % 
they can make and S 



enforce any Law, the ’ 






people having no al- ^ 
ternative but obey or ^ 
leave \ ’tis allowed j? 
they can grant what s 
they call Privileges, J 
■but by the same ^ 
stretch of power can \ 
take them away at ? 
pleasure, leaving the. ^ 
people i n constant jeo- V 
,pardy. The Societies ^ 
know not even by ^ 
what Laws they are S 
to be governed ’till J 
they appear ia the S 
Minutes, and then the ^ 
Preachers are at li- 



berty to explain them 
as circumstances in 
their judgment may 
■require. Their Courts 
of Jmtice are the Disr 
trict Meetings and 
Conference ; the ac- ^ 
cused is not permit- ^ 
ted to have a copy of S 



the charges preferred ’ 






against him; nor to 4 
employ Counsel to J 
plead his. cause; the || 
.Jury are allPreachers; 4 
?he has no right to ob- ? 
Ject against any of \ 
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' them, however pre- S 
judicecl against him, ^ 
or otherwise impro- ? 
per; and his accusers 
are also his Judges !I! ^ 




